ROCKINGHAM COUNTY

BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Agenda

Regular Meeting
August 17, 2023 @ 10:00 a.m.

Rockingham County Governmental Center
371 NC 65
Reidsville, NC 27320

This will be live streamed at the following link:
https://www.rockinghamcountync.gov/mediacenter.aspx?id=21335&catid=70

1. Welcome / Call to Order Chair Wright
2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Invocation — Rev. William Hairston
Shiloh Baptist Church, Reidsville

4. Approval of Agenda

5. Approval of Board Minutes
a. July 18, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes
b. July 24, 2023 Special Meeting Minutes

6. Public Comments

7. Delegation of Authority and Duties of the Director Chair Wright
Of Elections for Rockingham County

8. Resolution to Allow Annexed Voters of the City Chair Wright
of Reidsville — Southeast Precinct Privileges to

Vote in an Adjacent Precinct for Elections for the
City of Reidsville — NCGS 163-128(a)

9. 2023 - 2025 Precinct Officials Appointments Paula Seamster

10. Director’s Update
a. Preliminary 2023 Election Schedule
b. Events/ Speaking Engagements

11. Closed Session
Pursuant to (NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6)) Personnel and
to prevent the disclosure of information that is privileged
or confidential (NCGS 143-318.11(a)(1)).

12. Adjournment






BOARD MEETING MINUTES
JULY 18,2023 - 12:00 PM
REGULAR MEETING

The Rockingham County Board of Elections met Tuesday, July 18,2023 at 12:00 pm at the
Board of Elections Office..

Board Members Present: Ophelia Wright, Chair; Sarah Totten, Secretary; Nelson Cole,
Member; Thurman Hampton, Member; and Tom Schoolfield, Member.

Staff Members Present: Paula Seamster, Director

ITEM #1 - MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
The Board meeting was called to order at 12:00 pm by Chair Wright. Chair Wright welcomed a
full house of guests for the meeting as well as those watching the meeting live via the internet.

ITEM #2 — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Miss Aspen R. Glenn, rising 3 Grader at Monroeton
Elementary and Miss Rhyland D. Glenn, rising 1** Grader at Monroeton Elementary.

ITEM #3 - INVOCATION
Invocation was given by Rev. Allandus Wright, Jr., Associate Minister at First Baptist Church on
Hubbard Street in Reidsville.

ITEM #4 — OATH OF OFFICE FOR 2023 — 2024 BOARD MEMBERS

Chair Wright stated that Judge Stanley L. Allen and Register of Deeds Benjamin J. Curtis would
be administering the Oaths of Office to the Board of Elections Members. She added that Miss
Erin Rakestraw, a rising 12" Grader at Rockingham County High School, would be holding the
Bible for the Board of Elections Members.

Judge Stanley L. Allen, Superior Court Judge administered the Oaths of Office to Mr. Edward
Nelson Cole, Mr. Thurman Bruce Hampton and Ms. Ophelia Powell Wright.

Mr. Benjamin J. Curtis, Register of Deeds administered the Oaths of Office to Mr. Thomas R.
Schoolfield, III and Sarah Jones Totten.

Chair Wright thanked Miss Rakestraw for holding the Bible for the Board of Elections Members.
She also thanked Judge Stanley L. Allen and Register of Deeds Benjamin J. Curtis for
administering the Oaths of Office to the Board of Elections Members.

(The Oaths of Office are on file in the Director’s Office)

The Board took a brief recess.

ITEM #5 — ORGANIZATION OF BOARD — NOMINATION OF SECRETARY

Member Schoolfield moved, seconded by Member Cole to nominate Sarah Totten as
Secretary. The motion carried unanimously.
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES
JULY 18, 2023 - 12:00 PM
REGULAR MEETING

ITEM #6 — APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Member Cole moved, seconded by Member Schoolfield to approve the agenda. The motion
carried unanimously.

ITEM #7 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Secretary Totten moved, seconded by Member Schoolfield to approve the June 20, 2023
Regular Meeting Minutes.

Member Schoolfield stated that the Director did a great job pulling the Minutes together. Chair
Wright thanked Member Schoolfield for working with the Director to compile the Minutes.

Upon a vote of the motion, the motion carried unanimously.

ITEM #8 — PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chair Wright stated that no one signed up to speak during Public Comments so she closed Public
Comments.

ITEM #9 — DISCUSSION ON REGULAR BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE
Chair Wright stated that she wanted to bring this back before the Board Members to see if the
Board wanted to continue having the meeting at 10:00 a.m. or make changes to this time.

Member Cole moved, seconded by Secretary Totten to leave the Board of Elections
meetings on the third Tuesday of each month to 10:00 a.m.

Member Schoolfield stated that he thought this time worked well with other commitments that he
has on that same day.

Upon a vote on the motion, the motion carried unanimously.

ITEM #10 — 2023 MUNICIPAL ELECTION ONE-STOP PLAN

The Director stated that included in the Board’s packet was the State Board of Elections’
requirements on the One-Stop site Plans. The County Board of Elections office must be open at
least regular business hours which is 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and then from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
on the last Saturday before the election on November 4", She stated that the Municipal Election
is paid for by the six municipalities in Rockingham County so there is usually only one One-Stop
site open. The Director stated that her recommendation was to begin One-Stop Voting on
Thursday, October 19" and continue through Saturday, November 4", this would be Monday
through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and then the last Saturday, November 4™ from 8:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Board of Elections Office.

Member Schoolfield stated that for clarification these times are the minimum requirements from
the State Board of Elections. The Director responded that the recommendation was the
minimum requirements. Member Schoolfield stated that if the Board wanted to have less days it
would not be able to but if the Board wanted more days it could. The Director responded that
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES
JULY 18, 2023 - 12:00 PM
REGULAR MEETING

this was correct. Member Schoolfield stated that this would be 13 days, 9 hours a day, and 120
some hours to vote other than Election Day should be sufficient.

Member Totten moved, seconded by Member Cole to approve the One Stop (Early) Voting
Plan that was presented. The motion carried unanimously.

The deadline to submit the 2023 Municipal Elections One Stop Implementation Plan to the North
Carolina State Board of Elections is August 4, 2023 as per Numbered Memo 2023-01 which is
also included in the Board’s packet.

ITEM #11 - SUMMER CONFERENCE - AUGUST 13 - 15,2023

The Director stated that included in the Board’s packet was the North Carolina State Board of
Elections 2023 Elections Training Conference information. The theme of the conference will be
“Strengthening Our Foundation”. The registrations for the conference and the reservations for
the hotel have already been made. She stated that she and the members will be leaving on
Sunday evening to check in and there is early registration on Sunday. The Director stated that
the Conference would be held all day on Monday and most of the day on Tuesday and then they
would be traveling back to Rockingham County on Tuesday.

Member Schoolfield stated that he wanted clarification that this conference is a requirement for
the staff and not the Board members. The Director responded that the Director was required to
attend the Conference. She added that the current Board of Elections had fulfilled its obligation
of attending conferences. The Director added that during the budget sessions it was discussed
that some Board members would attend this conference and others would attend the Spring
Conference.

Secretary Totten asked if what the Director was saying was that the Board Members had what
was needed to be certified. The Director responded yes.

The Director stated that Chair Wright, Secretary Totten and Member Hampton were registered
for this Conference.

Chair Wright stated that those members would come back and share the information discussed to
those that do not attend this conference and the next time those that attend will come back and
share with those that do not attend that conference.

ITEM #12 - DIRECTOR’S UPDATE
Municipal Election
The Director stated that the Candidate Filing for Municipal Elections will end on Friday, July
21%at 12:00 p.m. (noon). The following offices will be on the ballot for the Municipal Elections:
City of Eden: Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 6, and Ward 7 Council seats
Town of Madison: Mayor, 3 Alderman seats
Town of Mayodan: Mayor, 3 Council seats
City of Reidsville: District A — 2 Council seats, District B — 2 Council seats
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES
JULY 18, 2023 - 12:00 PM
REGULAR MEETING

Town of Stoneville: Mayor, 3 Council seats

Town of Wentworth: 3 Council seats
The Director went through the list of the individuals that had filed for office and informed the
Board on how many individuals had filed for each office.

Events/Speaking Engagements

The Director informed the Board that on Thursday, July 27" at 6:00 p.m., she had been asked to
speak at the Republican Women’s Group at the Republican Headquarter in Reidsville. She
stated that this was the only speaking engagement that was coming up soon but there are others
that have been scheduled for September. The Director informed the Board that she had prepared
them calendars for July, August, September and October.

Videos and Podcasts

Please remember to check out the Rockingham County website under the Board of Elections tab
and then go to Voter Information to check out the videos and podcasts. On the Campaign
Finance page there is a video posted that the Brunswick County produced and shared with all
100 counties how an Overview of Campaign Finance works and it walks you through how to fill
out the Campaign Finance forms.

ITEM #13 — CLOSED SESSION

Member Schoolfield moved, seconded by Member Cole to go into Closed Session in
pursuant to (NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6)) and to prevent the disclosure of information that is
privileged or confidential (NCGS 143-318.11(a)(1)). The motion carried unanimously.

Member Schoolfield moved, seconded by Member Cole to go back into regular session.
The motion carried unanimously.

ITEM #14 - ADJOURNMENT
At 1:31 p.m. Member Cole moved, seconded by Member Hampton to adjourn. The motion
carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Paula P. Seamster, Director Ophelia Wright, Chair
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES
July 24,2023 - 3:00 PM
Called Meeting

The Rockingham County Board of Elections met Monday, July 24, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. at the Rockingham
County Board of Elections Office.

Board Members Present: Ophelia Wright, Chair; Sarah Totten, Secretary; Nelson Cole, Member;
Thurman Hampton, Member; and Tom Schoolfield, Member.

Staff Members Present: Paula Seamster, Director.

ITEM #1 —-MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
The Board meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. by Chair Wright. Chair Wright welcomed those that
were in attendance.

ITEM #2 - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Member Schoolfield.

ITEM #3 — CANDIDATE FILING DEADLINE EXTENSION - TOWN OF STONEVILLE
COUNCIL SEATS

The Director stated that the Town of Stoneville has three (3) Council Seats that will be vacant and only
one (1) person filed. She stated that the purpose of the meeting is for the Board to decide if it wants to
extend the candidate filing for the Town of Stoneville Council Seats for 5 additional days, through Friday,
July 28,2023 at 12:00 p.m., or not to extend the deadline. The Director stated that whether the Board
extends the deadline or not there is a Write-In option on the ballots for the Municipal Election. Write-Ins
are always allowed on the Municipal Election ballots. The Director stated that the main decision the
Board needed to make today was whether to extend or not to extend candidate filing for the Town of
Stoneville Council Seats through Friday, July 28, 2024 at 12:00 p.m.

Member Schoolfield asked what the negatives were for extending the candidate filing. The Director
responded that there were no negatives. Member Schoolfield asked if the Board voted to not extend the
filing period and there would only be one person the ballot for the Municipal Election what would
happen. The Director responded that the decision for the three (3) council seats would be determined by
the Write-Ins. She added that if there were no Write-Ins then the Town of Stoneville Council would make
appointments to the seats that are vacant. She stated that she had asked the State Board of Elections how
this would work and this was the response.

Secretary Totten stated that since no one on the Board lived in Stoneville she wanted to know if
gentleman present in the meeting knew if there were people interested in running for those council seats.
She also asked if it would be good for the Board to extend the filing period. The Director responded that
Perry Webster, Town Administrator for the Town of Stoneville was present for the meeting. She asked if
he would responded to Secretary Totten’s questions. Mr. Webster responded that he had not heard if
anyone was interested in filling these vacancies.

Chair Wright asked Mr. Webster if individuals knew there may be an opportunity to extend the deadline
for candidate filing or were the individuals aware that they could file. Mr. Webster stated that this could
be a possibility. He stated that the reason that he was at the meeting was to hear the directive from the
Board so he would be able to answer the questions if someone called to asked questions about how this
would be handled. Mr. Webster stated that he wanted to get the answer firsthand so he would be able to
answer the questions properly. Chair Wright asked if the filing period was extended two years ago when



this happened. The Director responded that there were enough candidates to file to fill the vacant seats
for all municipalities however there was an individual that was written in on the ballot in a municipality
that won the election by write-in votes. She stated that the municipal elections is the only time write-ins
are allowed without a petition. The Director stated that this was the first time since she had been here that
there has been a consideration to extend candidate filing. She stated that she thought it would be
advantageous to extend the candidate filing for the Town of Stoneville Council Seats through Friday, July
28,2023 at 12:00 p.m.

Member Schoolfield stated that the one person that filed if he votes for himself he will be in. The
Director responded not necessarily, there could be three write-ins that get more votes that the individual
that filed. Member Schoolfield stated that extending the deadline would give other individuals the
opportunity to file. He added that the individual that filed did what he or she was supposed to and it was
in a timely manner and he did not want to do anything that would affect that individual. The Director
responded that this was what happened two years ago, the write-in vote knocked someone out that had
filed within the candidate filing period.

Member Cole moved, seconded by Secretary Totten to extend the candidate filing deadline through
Friday, July 28, 2023 at 12:00 p.m. for the Town of Stoneville Council Seats. The motion carried
unanimously.

Member Schoolfield asked if there was a way to notify the citizens of this extension. The Director
responded that as soon as the meeting was over this information will go out to the Sunshine List, it will be
put on Facebook, but there was no way to get the information to a newspaper for this to be published prior
to Friday’s deadline. She did add that the newspapers and media were on the Sunshine List and would
receive the information. The Director informed the Board had she was already getting questions about
why the Board was holding this meeting today so the information is already out there.

Member Cole stated that the Rockingham Now comes out Wednesday so they may be able to put
something in the newspaper.

Member Schoolfield asked if Mr. Webster needed anything from the Board of Elections other than
hearing the directive from the Board. Mr. Webster responded that he had talked with the Director and she
was going to send him an email on everything that was discussed and spell out all of the ‘what ifs’ so that
he would be able to respond to any questions that may be asked.

Chair Wright stated that the Board needed to understand this as well because the Board may get calls as
well. She added that she had sent in a Help Ticket to the State Board of Elections on how this would be
handled and she had not received a response as of yet. The Director stated that someone from the State
Board called her to make sure the meeting was still scheduled for today and the Director asked that
individual about the ‘what ifs’.

ITEM #4 - ADJOURNMENT
At 3:16 p.m. Member Cole moved, seconded by Member Schoolfield to adjourn. The motion
carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted.

Paula P. Seamster, Director Ophelia Wright, Chair






ROCKINGHAM COUNTY

BOARD OF ELECTIONS

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY AND DUTIES
OF THE DIRECTOR OF ELECTIONS
FOR ROCKINGHAM COUNTY

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE ROCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS, OF THE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, DOES HEREBY EXECUTE THE AUTHORITY AND
DUTIES CONTAINED IN G.S. 163-35, AND DELEGATES TO PAULA SEAMSTER,
DIRECTOR OF ELECTIONS OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, THE FOLLOWING DUTIES,
POWERS, AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. Ensure the citizens of Rockingham County have free, safe, open, honest, and professionally
conducted Elections.

2. Ensure that all Rockingham County Board of Elections Staft conduct themselves in a non-
partisan and professional manner at all times.

3. Ensure that all Rockingham County Board of Elections Staff function in total compliance
with all Elections laws, rules, State Board of Elections & Ethics Enforcement policies and
directives.

4. Carry out all supervisory, administrative, and management functions necessary to the
maintenance of the permanent voter registration system and the conduct of Elections in
Rockingham County on a daily basis.

5. Maintain Board records, prepare all documents concerning the Board, attend to routine
correspondence of the Board, and keep the Board members informed of any matter requiring
their attention.

6. Train, supervise, and delegate responsibilities to the full-time and temporary personnel.

7. Be responsible for the appointment, removal, salary adjustments, merit increases, and job
evaluations for the Rockingham County Board of Elections Staff with Board approval.

8. Be responsible for training all Precinct Officials and keeping them informed of changes in
the laws concerning their duties.

9. Approve prepared expense of each Precinct and Election Official’s payment of wages and
other expenses.

10. Prepare recommendations for the Board regarding the establishment, division,
discontinuance, or combination of Election precincts. Divide or alter precincts upon
authority of the Board. Prepare necessary including maps, registration data, etc., and submit
to the State Board of Elections & Ethics Enforcement as required.



11. Contract for the printing of ballots and other supplies used in registration and Elections; and
provide for the delivery of ballots, poll books, equipment, and materials to the voting places.

12. Review and authorize ballot proofs for printing.
13. Represent the Elections Office as a County Department Head and perform all personnel
duties as approved by the Board. Maintain contact with county departments and

municipalities concerning Election matters.

14. Execute the responsibility to file candidates, accept filing fees, and communicate with
candidates in regard to established laws and procedures.

15. Review, examine, and certify the sufficiency and validity of petitions and nomination of
candidates.

16. Execute the responsibility to process campaign reports received from candidates and
political committees and audit such reports including notifying the State Board of Elections

& Ethics Enforcement of delinquent filings.

17. Prepare an annual budget and submit to the Board for approval prior to submission to the
Board of County Commissioners.

18. Release material and information concerning Elections to the public.
19. Represent the Board of Elections Office to the News Media.

20. Provide for the issuance of all notices, advertisements, and publications concerning
Elections.

21. Upon request, furnish lists, labels, or CDs of registered voters.

22. Receive applications from absentee voting and assist the Board in issuing, processing, and
counting absentee ballots.

23. Administer the oaths required and designate other employees of the Board of Elections
authorized to administer such oaths.

24. Prepare abstracts after each Election. Submit copies to the appropriate authorities. Assist
the Board in canvassing the returns of all Elections. Prepare Certificates of Election to
municipal and county officers and members of the General Assembly except those elected in
districts composed of more than one county.

25. Assist the Board in investigating complaints concerning voter fraud, corrupt campaign
practices, contested Elections and polling place complaints.



ROCKINGHAM COUNTY

BOARD OF ELECTIONS

26. Attend State Board of Elections & Ethics Enforcement seminars and Director’s meetings to
keep informed of current Election laws and changes in same.

27. Carry out all other duties or responsibilities as assigned by Chapter 163-35 of the General

Statutes of the State of North Carolina and as requested by the members of the Board in
accordance with the laws of the State of North Carolina.

Adopted this 17" day of August, 2023.

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Board Chair

Board Secretary

Board Member

Board Member

Board Member






RESOLUTION TO ALLOW ANNEXED VOTERS OF THE
CITY OF REIDSVILLE — SOUTHEAST PRECINCT
PRIVILEGES TO VOTE IN AN ADJACENT PRECINCT
FOR ELECTIONS FOR THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE
General Statute 163-128(a)

WHEREAS, General Statute 163-128(a), Election Laws of North Carolina, gives the County
Board of Elections the authority to temporarily transfer Voters for the purpose of voting, to an
adjacent precinct; and

WHEREAS, the Rockingham County Board of Elections deem it necessary to allow such Voters
annexed on Rocky Ford Road with house numbers 794, 830, and 972 and Voters annexed on
Bobwhite Drive with the house number 110 into the City of Reidsville — Southeast Precinct to be
transferred to vote in the City of Reidsville — McCoy precinct; and

WHEREAS, such Voters will be notified by written letter; and

WHEREAS, such transfers shall be for the period of time equal only to the term of office of the
county board of elections making such transfer.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rockingham County Board of Elections
will assign such Voters to the McCoy precinct — Reidsville Alliance Church polling location —
Reidsville District A. Such transfer is effective immediately upon adoption of this resolution and
shall be for City of Reidsville Municipal Election only.

Board Chair

Board Secretary

Board Member

Board Member

Board Member

This the 17" day of August, 2023.






ROCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
CHIEF JUDGES - 2023 Municipal Election (November 7, 2023)

Precinct Chief Judge Cell

DRAPER Valerie (Libby) Kellam (D) 455-3837
EDEN -1 Robert (Rocky) Turner (U) 613-0902
EDEN CENTRAL Lynn Collier (R) 337-1065
LEAKSVILLE -2 Gail Turner (U) 613-6684
MATRIMONY Joyce Webster (R) 932-5539
MCCOY Kathy Barbee (R) 457-1533
MOSS STREET Benjamin (Frank) Wilson (D) 634-8616
ROCK CENTRAL Katherine Pasour (D) 253-2098

WESTERN Lou Ann Jessup (R) 520-0877



ROCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

CHIEF JUDGES - 2024 Primary Election

March 5, 2024

Precinct Chief Judge Cell

DRAPER Valerie Kellam (D) DR 455-3837
EDEN - 1 Rocky Turner (U) ED-1 613-0902
EDEN CENTRAL Lynn Collier(R) NB 337-1065
HOGANS Beverly Watkins (U) HO 207-0413
HUNTSVILLE Joyce Webster (R) HU 932-5539
IRONWORKS Cheryl McBride (R) IR 616-3200
LEAKSVILLE -2 Gail Turner (U) ED-1 613-6684
LINCOLN Deborah Moore (R) LI 344-7465
MATRIMONY Melanie Harrington (R) MA 613-6758
McCOY Mary (Kathy Barbee) (R) MC 457-1533
MOSS STREET Frank Wilson (D) ED-1 634-8616
NEW BETHEL Mary Ann Sensebaugh (R) NB 643-7935
ROCK CENTRAL Katherine M. Pasour (D) RC 253-2098
SOUTHEAST Martha (Diane) Soyars (R) SE 552-5184
WESTERN Lou Ann Jessup (R) WS 520-0877
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